Tha second week of April is well uadermay, I find, and the pille of mome
584 pagre of assorted erud and wicdom that samy via Dick Bney iast Feb is
8%i1l gitting on top of the phonograph, largely unreed. A sad atate of affairs,
indeed, and one that I propoze to remedy during the next week or s0. To mke
matters even worse, along side of it ie a sonewhot smailer pile of ths
lagt VIIPA mailing, which arrived a week or so 430, Likewise unread. 4nd I
fear, destined to be unwread fox a coupls of movs weeks. Untldl this issue of
Celerhais. A sad stete of aifairs. IBut cae nod - ontirely my
fau]t; the office has o bear some of the olams. I'm probably just getting old,
bu} after 10 houre or s0 at the office, I just don't feel like doing much fan-
ac - or oven anything but putiting a couple of recoxds em Hthe pleyer and relaxing.
Or saybe reading a ligab mystery, just for variety. And 4hen there ie that
firnd with the beard, Zney, who keeps wanting material for Speculative Reviaw.
Api. %o satisfy him, I have %o acually read he pros, including Apazing and
Fgibastic, Put the latter arem’t as bad as thay oncs werey I've actually fmund
svme protty good stories, including novels that ars actually rovel lengih.
ty X recommomd Marion Z. Braodley's "Severn fros the Stars™ as worth reading for
interteinment, and also for some  darn good wolting aboub the souwithwest.

ind then v
of course; there is always the weather., Around Washington this time of ysar it
is always a %opic of discussion - and cuseion., For oxample, in March it suowed,
bhard enough to tie up traffic, . on the first three \Vednesdays. The first
one was o roal mess all over, with about 8% of a nice wet snow thai packed inteo
iee easily. [I know the people in the midwest are amiling at this, but I'd
rather drive in a midwest snow, with snow looss enough for draction. Hews,
even cheains are not much use after the snow pasks. And we don’t have o0 wuch
in the way of plows and suck. | So, the weolk of the 19th it cloaved off, and
turned warm and gpringlike. Iid it snow on tho fourith liednesday? No, it ‘
snowed briafly on Tuesday! So noy we are woll into zpring. Yosterday it got
down %0 28 at night — Sunday was “herxy blossca and rather nice, although a
1ittle chilly - and today it went up to the mid 60s. I e%ill have aniifracze
in the car. Who knows,

But enough ~ or do you really want more? - of this idle
chit-chat. I should go on to the wailing, but this time I'm going %o vary things
and sort of put an article that isn't an article here, with no title or such.
After all, this isn't a2 formal publication.

Az part of the aforementioned
Speculative Review [if you haven't gotten your copy, writo Eney) I've beecan
reviewing the pros. ALier the first igsue letter writers — one at least -
asked me what I meant by "scionce fiction® and "Fanbasy? Thot made me do some
thinking - real khard work - and review the various definitions and discussions
I'd remembered from the past, as well as what I considered "sciemee fiction"
stories and "fantasy" storiss. So, I finally came up with an idea of a definition,
whiich I'11 toss in on the next page, togeothsr with a few words aboult it. Sfnd
before someone out in the wvast audience of womz 70 psopls (how many dual meuwber-
shipe?) [and I should have used the sxpression "T0 odd people® up there - waeted
opportunity | yelps about including such a discussion in FAPA I will refer them
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to the Constitution, wherein is spelled out the name of tais sugust organigzation,
and its field of interest. So thore. Anyway, the A definitiont
Science fiction
is the fiction that is bused om contemporary science and extrapolations of that
gciency and which is not in opposition to the knowledaq of theo peried; extra-
polations that change basic theories must do so  _ _.logically. The aciencs
zust be an integral part of the plot; and the development of the story must be
coneistent with the assumptiocns made.
For fantusy, & companion definition is
Fantagy fictiom is fiotion based on assumptions impossible accordin; to contem-
porary science3 but again, the assumptions must be an integral part of the
plot, and the develppment must be consistent with the assumptions.
' The first of
these, of course, throws out all time-travel atorics (excopt suspended animation)
end mekes faster-than-light travel poscible only by a change in the properties of
zpace. By custom, though, time-travel is admltted into the canon, . usually
for the sake of the storys; likewise, Cr velocities are assumed, usually with
:0 explanation other than "hyperspacs" o some such lip service to Binstein.
Wwhich, of course, is not too bad, if it is used merely as 2 meoans of getting to
the roquisite location of action, dbut aot too good if space travel per se is the
theme of the yarn. Bven leinleln uses this gimmick ~ lock at “Citizen of the

Galaxy",

And both definitions admit stories not usually considered in the groups.
4nd exclude others that are part of the canon. For example, again, 16th and 1Tth
contury a3tories about vampires and ghosts would not be fantasy; they would be
realigtio fiction of the periecd. An airplane, though, would be fantasy, aa would
eny idea that t?ere night be human life on other worlds. (Or maybe the latter would
ba stf,

' Dut what touched off this rambling discussion was the arrival of
Paalg llo 4 from Belle Dietz. On opening it, I found myself faced with a illus..
tration of a venerable bearded sage expounding, aml the heading "Dofinition of
SF" This was juct after I'd sent the last bunch of situff for SpecRev to Eney,
g0 I'm using FAP, as a sounding board. The definition, aa formulated by Sam
Moskoiuitz, ist
Science fiction is a branch of fantagy identificble by the fact
that 1t oases the 'willing suspension of disbelief? on the part of its readers
through insisting upon an atmosphere of seientific credibility for its imagin-
ative speculations on socience, space, time, socielogy end philssophy."

And I don't
like it. Of course, any such definition depends upon what you are defining.
Firet you pick the items to include, and then write your defintion around them,
I did that, besing my idea on the old Uornsback thesis, with a broader inclusion
of science as not just physical scionse. Sam, it seems 10 me, is first saying
we know what fantagy fiction is ~ which I doubt -~ and then seleoting certain of
that group as scionce fiction. Sinoce there are no specific examples given, it
is a little hard to refute them, but I'm certainly not sold on the willing
suspension of disbeliof through scientific atmosphere, To me this simply mosms
that a space opera will become scionce fiction with enough pseudoscience throwa
around; that the Shaver storiss will be part of the corpus of ecience fiotion =
and when that occurs soience fiction will be & corpus indeed. The novels of
ER Burroughs and Ralph ililne Farley zbout the center of the earth are science
fiction by this definitionj at the time they were written, {they were fantasy, as
no attempt was made to refute the weight of scientific evidsnce againat the
idea.

But this ia enough discussion of a more statement. Sam, how about giving
us some more dotailsy I'd like to know how you defines fantasy, for one thing. And
how do you exclude the crackpot ideas from science fictlon. And a2 final point,
what sort of temporal yardstick do you use?



But leaving such matters of impors, we come 50 the purt of this Jid
nagazine that inspires the most interest, I supposs - the usction wh.re you anw-
iously seazroh for your name and youx magazine, to stz what snide r.marks I
bave to make about you: the commonts on comments on cuaments on coumas. I'm
going to meke. it easy for you this time — note the wolor belwr | ishworth, Bemnett,
lorse, Smith, snd Wanborough, you can note the ocoluuy undexr, )

Yat befere the .
nice remarks to people, we have IE IFASY AMATEUR. dy tharcs to all who
voted in the egoboo poll, and its additional side seciion., "his epparently
has had no evil reprecussions, as I have not heard of any umuvunl bamb explosions
in Derkeley the last few months. I wonder, too, why Phyllis vent all bash- °
ful in licting herself among the Pfavorite unsung fipans. Jfnd; I might remind
you all, if Ron doesnt, that electione next timg. Candidates?®
| Jepansse
Genpwis [Wesson]. One of the nice things in this miling. I9ve always emnjoyed.
your ramblings, Hslen; you manage to meke the mysitorious east jato something
not quite so mysterious - giving us the other side £ the piclure from the
newepapers and travel magazines. [[ || Somowhebs I r13ad or heard or something that
the various Japanese years wers arranged in the ox{sr of strengih or asomethbing,
and that men would generally pick a wifa from & Irss strorg yezr., If @0, end
if the dragon is the tops; this would explain why ;our poor maills were dovmad
t0 spinsierhood. Any truth to such a rumor? [[ ] I'm swrn that the U3 Civil
Service would be equally dusbfoundsd were an emplcyse so iiconsiderats as %o
change sex and wish to continue emnployment. It would prohzbly blow & fuse on
the T04 that keeps track of all the NBS employees, for erample., And I wouldn't
want thats the damn mechine is down enough, without such i further delay. It's
a long walk from the office to tho machine (four llocks) and not toc nice in the
snow or rain - differemnt buildings, obviously -~ so I wan. to have positive
resulte awaiting me, rather than comients like - “The mashine is down with tape
troubles; maybe wo can get back tonight or tomorriw." ! ]] Why don’t other
countries take up that patriotic bisuse idea? Vhy should Indonesin be ths
only patriotic couniTy. Why shouldn't FAPA take the letd. I'm svre Janke
would epprove. |[ 1] I enjoyed the ¢lipping burcang I've thought of the idea,
but never get around to clipping the item. -

‘hat bit of pled tyre at the
bottom makes it look just like an AP release as it appsars in tha local papeds
80 often, - UP~-INS too, And I wonder just how many FAPAns cam »lace your
refersnce to Cassiua? Nice 8 pages, Helen, and 1?11 bc waiting for the
resio

Torgats FAPAI [Obviously, it's Emey’s Feult]. I'm surs that GiC doean't

LYy by

look like thuts I don't remember noticing a beard. [[]] What kind of number
system are you using 9ick? I've gone over thatlsalculation on the Andromeda
nobula and coms up - 3 times, yet — with 4°x 107 miled (that’s an 18 in the
exponont), which is 4 quintillion (fmerican siyle). Roughly, we have

700008/3/ 20088/ 686000 = 186000 x 24 x 60 x 60 x 36} miles.

Using l=-place logs, which is all I've bothered to rcmorize, we have log D =
18,6, which is 4 x 104%miles. So, I was off by 20/ “ut, of course, there

sre nebulas only some 850000 lyrs awey, which covld b2 sgon as & blury I
believe., If 30, there iz the naecesaary extra quirtillion miles. Ox, for

the benefit of such_poor souls as I, with glasses,; let’s add opera/field
glasses. [[ J] But, Diclk, I've beoon informed by an ASURTRI*QAR*I®T*Y on tho
subject (my roommates fether, who is a printer -~ uewspaper and job shop) that
there is non-rectangular- type in regular ues. Foy headlines, and such, they
cast letiers such as A and V so0 that they can be uat closexr than mermal, AV,
making the white space leas prominent. Other guck combinations - TA, AY AW,
IVPA, IXFJPJ, and similar groups in lc. Only in lwrge sizes, though -~ 24 pt
and up, or maybe even starting with 48pt.[ ]1 wieh I had details on the Fleicher
Pratt naval gane; I believe it was the closest thing to the resl thing possible.
I've hears that ihe Var College and Navy Posigraduate school as well as various
foreiga schools, tock it up for tralning. Anyone know more about it?
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It's boen years since I read either the “"White Company"™ or "Sir Nigei"
and all I can remember sbout them is that I liked them, and thought they were
among Doyle's besi works as a writerj of course I do not include those he
agenited, suoh as the reminsicences of Dr John H. Watson scbout his friend, Mr.
Sherlock Holmes. DBecauss, of course,; I am speaking only of fiction. One other
i%am 4n "The White Company™ imtrigued me; Doyle used "The Song of the Bow"
gaveral times, and I wondered how it would sound. So, I’ve been locking for
& rocording of -its3 finally found one , but am still after a better ons. It ie
typical ®pglish folksong stuff. [[]] By whose tradition did books premept -
the underscored title [itallc]? I've usually reforred to books in "M with
mags tndersgcored. This is the usage I'm constantly ecounteritg at work, and
it just naturally seepa through into all my writing. [[[[]]1limerican-spyle
bread for sandwiches? Ugh. I prefor the hame-style, heavy bready it retains
ite f£lavor much longer and doosn't compross into a mass of dough during the.
time betwsen making in the morning and eating at noon. [Yes, I earry a lumnch
to work. Only the blus-coller workers can afford to oa% oubooao ]

Zseep [Linaxd]
I was glad t0 see this 1n the meiling; I had feared that the recent evonts might
bave kept Jean and Annie out of activity. The writing in "You Who Knew Her So
Well" intrigued mej; for a non-uative the English is very good, with a more
precise choice of words than many natives oan maka. As I read it, though, I
kopt feeling I was misaing something, was reading only one side of cach page in
& book., "A Man at a Time" loft me faeling unsacy; again, the writing per
se was excellent. I'm looking forvard to more Linard.

Flededen Pirplos [Frisr
Tuckor. This account of the insides of the publishing/writing business is
wonderfulg it could have deen very dry, but with the Pucker touch it reads
delightfully. {[]] I can remember heving five sots of galley proofs once for
one part of a book - the bibliography. It ran sbout 40 pages of probebly 6 pt
typey double column, and I believe I had practically memorized the whole thing
by the time we gave up. It was s GPO job, only they were rushed and farmed it
ocut. This meant that our corrections, which were mostly corrections of errors
in sotting, and not author's additions, had to filter throughs the NBS publicatiocn
office, which transfersd them from the author's galleys to the printer's galleys,
the Dept of Commerce ditto, the GPO contract rocxn/office or such, and then ths
outside typesetter's proof room, and finally to the compositor. So, corrections
wore made to corrsct ontries, items wore tramnsposed, wrong corrections were made.
We finally gave up in dlsgust, and let it go, errors -and all,

Hozdzczs [Warner].

I might add, Haxry, that the English and the Continent both make use of medium-
play, 10" 1lps, at a smaller cost than the regular 10", lots of 10" lps, where 2
work tokes one or itwo sides nicely, with no unwanted fillers, and lots of shoxrt
soleotions - Lieder; for example - on 45 ops. I1I've been getting a large number
recently. And may I recommend hore ono Columbia (tnglish) 45 reissue. Ralph
Vaughan Williams "Serenade to lusio", a tribute to Henry J. Wood. Writtem for
a amall chorus of 16 volces for & tribute performance some 25 years ago, it is
8 sotting of some passages from "A Liorchant of Venice™ in which each msmber of
the chorus has & short solc. [I Jjust checked. It's for Sir Henry's Jubilee
Concort, Oct 5, 1238; the recordin, , which he conducted, was made 10 days later. |
The composition even has tho names of the gingers specified for each solo,
The “"chorus™ was made up of 16 of the most distinguished #nglish singers of the
day, all of whom had been associated with Sir Henry. Imagine a small chorus of
Isobel Bailie, Blsie Suddaby, llargaret Balfour, Muriel Brunskill, Heddle Nash,
Parry Jones, Roy Henderson, Hamold Williams, Sitiles Allen, Eva Turner, Astra
Desmond, Mary Jarred, Welter Widdop, Frauk 'f'ittarton, Robert Easton, and Norman
*1len, with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, and Sir Henry J. Wood conducting.
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Or & Teisgue of MNaria Ivoguan doing four Austrisa folk songs, plus two (omns?)
air from Die Fledermaus. [[]] I think the iransformation in Hary Worth herself
was a surprise to me. I musit have missed something,; hecauss I con remember when
it started, with "Apple Mary™ an old woman selling apples for o living. Fhon,
the papers at heme dropped i% - good senss, for a change — amni I lost track of
it for a pumber of years. Then, in Washington, I rosumed looking at it —~ nod
reading, for there is nothing to read - ard found it was entirely different,
with Mary Worth now & sultured, dignified, middle-~aged (wpper-middle, or eliderly,
really) lady who drifiod sround in rather upyser-middle class circles, as & pox-
petual house-guest anc, baby-sitter. What happened in between? {[]] And Princs
Valiant also chows sons age - at least his childrem grow older and his wife &
1ittle more matronlys. [[]] “low another of the tuneless ones into your select
company? logbe we could geot together and hold a concert at the next convention
that we all make [§] end really break things up, Itd suggest Danner as a fourth.
({13 Do ysu mean that "Azron Sliock" is a real play? I'd alweys talen it as &
"{ypical example ‘thal didn’% really exist. Yhich means that in my area, at
lcast, it wasn®t~put sn betwesen about 1930 and 19423 later my records/memories
are luss complete, ad I didn®t have the peper all the time, but I don't ever
remsmber seeing note of a production of it. [Of cource, that should read "rsmember
evar®s] [[]] langler Searles is not at NYU any morss ho lef4 about 5-6 years
730 to become the orjanic at one of the smeller dencminational colleges in NYCs
More money, lsss thucat—cutiting, and no damm graduste studenis to worry sbout.
L[]] I'm mourning tle lose of the Haydn Society momo catalogue, $00, with the

nthologie Sonore racords thet I hadn't picked up., A 1ot _of the MGMs are available
frou England on Pavlophone, Vox migh% be obiainable from “rance. [[]] Cadiy

o wugh, I belicve fost of the ILT sories 8till available is orchesztrall The
roally choice item: were transferred to IVT -~ Vault Treasures, that hgd to ba
specially ordered yrom Indisnapolis by the dealor, who uvsually wouldn % mess
with thems +they hnve now been dropped. And meny of the transfers wale done
very poorlys I'm :2placing my Rosenkavalier wlth the COLH issuc for the better
sound, But the 1atter, incomplote and old-~sounding though it may be, is still
the recoxding by ihich 21l others are judged; and none have equalled it for
interpretation. £ have the Angigycolumbia now one, with Schwartzkopfy it is
good, ad sounds wonderful - until I put on the o0ld one, amd then you appreciate
bow smuch in the 1lnging has been lost. Itk still hoping that the legendary
complete stage prrfomance with Ishmann, Schumann, et al. will be issued.

I can wderstand the cuts in the complete opsras -~ after all, for many
people, the dialigue is Jjust sound between the aries, as they don’t understand
the lenguage, erd without stage acticm much of the opera becomes pointless,
anywey. But cwis in orchestral and instrumental works - oven Bruckmer - are
reprehensible. DBut, of course, this is no% nsw. Remember the old Sibelius Society
recording by tio Budapest Quartet of his quartet? I've nover followed the
score myself, tut I understand that the last movement is cub sevemly, with soms
30~40 bars being chopped. They apparently hed only s¢ many siges, and just
couldn t £it in the music, so they chopped. And the “complete Strauss walizes
+hat t6ok ons mide of a 12" (or 10") 78 -~ like "Tales" that takes 3 sides with
zither. Aud never an indication of any cuts. [[]] Lowndes does [did] indicate
that the storicu werc reprintss there was & copyright notice et the end of each
ong, and some jadicated these were reprints in the blurbs, or in his editorial
notes.

"Jagon' missed fire, this time. Maybe beceuse I lmow toe much about
Veird Tales fir the allusions to ring trus. Tho beseball articls 4id ring the
ball, probably because I agrse with it. I 1lilie buseball because I can follow
the action, in goensral, without a battery of spettors, amnouncers, e%c to help
me. The ection is in tho open, localized at one or two points, amd imvolves only
a few people, And, I guess, bascball is the one competition sport that has no
time limit - except logal. In every other game, strategy can be diciated very
strongly by the clocks in bas oball, the scors seems mors importami. Anyway,

I iike it. [Cricket, maybe, has many of the same points, but in & slowsT way. )



CaSoh Trep [Bradley], Of course, thore are certuin types of FAPAzines
that just don't seem io inspire comments ~ not that I'm mferring to Catch
Trap here, merely that your comments on meiling comments brought this to minde
For example, how do 'you comment on something like the Fanzine Index. It
certainly ian't the type of meterial that arouses you to tilt a lance
with Pevliat. And yet; the mere "noted” doesn't expross the value im it. Itve
been worried about this for yd Ars, and have no suitable answer. [[]] Right
now one of the local Al stations - I'm typing this at the office, and it
doesn't work too well, especiully om an Ail radio — theyre playing the most
veosnt llario Lanza record -~ a sponsored program, obvious — with interpolations
from the lp reissues of Caruso, %o show how better Zenza is. The Acoustic
Caruso ; are played wide openy with the treble turmed up to accentuate ths
transferred surface noise. Of vourse the newel Janzas sound better as recordings,
which is what they are trying to do. But the singing. ... langa neverwms in
the same class. He sings loud, true, butoe..

But that isn't the wor st I've
hoard while working on this issus. Therewas something called "Roll Call of
Company J" all about this army ocompany that was wiped out' during W.Ior WWII or
Korea - I didn®t . listen that closely. Complcte with sanctimonious
aaxrzetor, and then when he gots asbout half way through his spiel, the chorus
starts singing, softly at first, and gradually louder, "Whenr the Roll Is Called
Up Yonder." BNow, I don’t especizlly like the latter, dbut the whols combinatiov
makes 1t seem like a breath of fresh air in a foul room. But, of courss, you
cartt here VITRICUY because of the marrator.

lanza's "Celeste Alda is now on = I've
heard worse. )

Do you mean Sax Rhomer's Dream Detective? I'm sure you
don't remember the firet appsarance, which-was in 1915 or so, And even in book
form it's hard to find. And then there are the stories by Cdayton Rawson (sp?)
which I've forgotten he titles of at the moments one was ubout fake end real (?)
mediuns, and all involve magic with a magician as detective.

Women at lunch
counters are a pain in the neck —~ and olsewhers. They are the ones who alwavs
light up a cigarettc while they dwaddle over their coffee; and blow smoke
tight into your face. As a non-smoker I really object, but if 1 say anything, I‘m
made to feel that it%s none of my business and stop bothering me or I°1l call the
menager. Which is probably one reason there are so many men's grill rooms, etc,
that don't admit womem. [[ J] If it rained in the ..estern movies, no one would
believe it. And; how would the handsome bhero keep himself so neat if the rain
turned tho dust on his clothes to mud? And, of course, everyone knows it never
rains in Texas or ilontana or California. 24 least, not in the California used

for movies.

Bowalidad Dewslopzent [Alger] . My voommaie, who is a car nut of
zome sort - he doesn't collect the thiags, Just catalogs about them, sspocially
the older big onesm and especially Paockard, thoroughly enjoyed your noses on the
Custom. The car he had before his present one — a 56 Clipper - was a Custom, and
about a 49. HUYe traded it in when the block ‘cracked the second time. Om another
Packard, of course. Now that Paoka:d is out, I don't lmow what he will do when
he needs & new car., IHo's not interested in collecting cars, as we have only an
apartnent, with no garages I suppose if he had room and facilities, he'd go aftaer
a olassic. I know he'd like & Rolls. So would I. To get the odor of embalming
fluid out of the ﬂg!# station wagon, you might try some of Bill Damner's Nucar
spray, or the HP66., O maybe some squirts of ammonis. Assuming formaldehyds was
used.

I can remnsmbor getting wood delivered with a two horse team. Not from &
fazmer, but from a regular fusl dealer. [That was back when the school = grade -
I was going to had a huge stack of four-foot cord-wood piled up eavery fall. I
am not sure, but maybe 120-200 cords.| And when the fawmily built the house
in 1926, the basement _wes dug with horse~drawn scrapers, and £ill dirt brought
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Rotsler is, as usual, most inicresting — and most uncommentable. I like
these excerpts from a 1ife of such difference from mine. iHowever, somehow Dswey
failed to olick. I read ity I reread it, *nd %111 * didn t really get it. I
think maybe I lmow what s going on, but I'm~not sure. ' would writing it in Inglish
maybe help? DBut Burbee fnakes up for it. Hare I can follow what is going on,
and lnow who is on first base. Illaybe, if Dowey collects the materiasl, and then
lets Burb put it into knglish....
Armeniang ~ poor sterving kind. Sure, thers was
& time when the wicked communists, Russian type, and before them the wicked
imperialists, Turkish type, were running wild over Aymenia, killing and pillaging.
So, thers was a move %0 send relief to the poor starving Armenians, vietims of %he
unspeakable Turks and menaced by the horrible communists. There seemed to be a
porpetual state of famine, so food was wanted. lence, the expression poor starving
Armenian. Sure, once the Armenians got bers, they looked up tne earlier Armenians,
and got a start in rugs or such. Byt I've knowm of & lot of “rmenians who weren't
exactly rich. Got one working for me, to be exect. Oh, yesgs I sec I omitted
vhen the Armenians wore starving. Around 1916-1921, roughly.
You know, reading in
tois mailing all the drama exporisences makes me feel rather small. Oanly stege I
was onwas once in & looal theatre — Kid's Sat .uatinee. Friend of mine bhad ™aventedn"
a2 robot -~ cardboard box, cardboard tubes for limbas, etc, worked by a third fxiend
inpside. I was the straight man for the one time it appeared. Fun, and we got to
sge the show free for once. Ilmust have been about 14 at the tims. Probably didn't
do more because spare time was taken up then by scouting. Someday I'1l bhave to
dig back in memory for a2 fow momeriecs. Some real times.

I'd 1liks to know how you
can put in a quality-quantity factor for weighting page~count of mailings, Terrye
After all, stuff you consider good, I might considor trashy stuff Coslet liked
you'd diamiss as uninteresting. Ilook at the Gernsback booklet last time. I
ready to bet that a nuiber of megbers tossed it sside as uninteresting. othkers
probably found it worth & "noted while some really enjoyed it. So, what is the
value of this? What would the qoality factor be - 10, 1, or 0.01 as extremes?

I coerteinly can agree with you on the sobering effect of learming to
drive on theo ablility to relaxz while. someone else is driving. I learned only
whon I god my car some 9 years ago, althOugh I hed driven a little way back in
high school, with a frierd in his 1926 “spex. [Nai@Qally, no automatic trans~
mission or four wheel brekes or power stoering or automatio choke.| I can s%till
remcmber my first trip downtown just after I had gotten the ocar -~ a.Saturday
gvening, I belleve, with some¢ rain, and right down one of the main routes, Route
1 before the Balt- ash Psrkway took most of the traffic off it. Dodging street--
cars (at loast I k¥lew where they should go) and greybounds and cars and cers and
podestrians (are all pedestrians Armenians? The —ian ending, you know) and wondering
if I could keep the olutch and brake straight. S0 now I blithly wheel down the
same street and think nothing of 1t. But now riding with my roommate can worry
me. He has never had a serious accident; he's hed & couple of rear enders, ome
where he didn't stop and two where he did, and scraped fenders a couple of times,
as he 1s not adverse to stickins his car into a space most people will consider
too small. But he does rely on the other fellow doing what he should, and on
hie own reaotione being good. In traffic he shoots out when I wouldn®t consider
it wisey if he ever stalls, it will be 2 weal mees.

But isn't all 6alifornia
part of the Los Angeles city limitse? I secem t¢ remember a sign about the tims
we crossed the Nevada border saying LA city limlts. And that was four years agos
by now LA has probably grown enough to rsach about to Chicage.
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No eest Texas lutlanie — you mean those marshes are hilly? And here

I've always piotured th8 Texes lowlande as flat.[[]] After all, even the

Fantastic Novels reprint of the Kutiners' "Egrth's Last Citadel" (which I had more

or less forgotten dout) wan ter years ago. ‘hat makes it hard to find aroumd

bere. I'm sure I know at least o young fans who haven't read it. [[]] I've

hed to use an electric typer thai had the tab whers the backspace is on this machine,

and vico versa. I was always toring [tabbing] when I merely wanted to back up

a8 space. Or hitting the ecarriage return and suddenly having the machine jump

back and space up 2 line or two .f I weren't quick. [Phe carriage jumped back, of

course, not ths machine. | But th¢ main faul% of that old Remingtom I had was

the lack of a shift key om both nides of tho keyboard. This made it almost im-

possible to type touch system, as you were always reaching ecross the board for

& cap that cams on the seme finge: as the shift key. So, I type a modified touch,

which raquires odd fingers for variocus keys, but does let me go faster than I

can think, often. But Isure don't et any good rhythm typing.

Seems like I liked
Kloin Bottle this time.'

- _Bepry Haw Yois Froms, [B90 maov to countl, [I guess we can
blame Phyllis for this]. I wish I =ould heve made it, but. That was the timo

I zot the shock of learning that our magnum opus of 10 years ago, NBS Circular 500,
Seiected Valuss of Chemical Thormodjnamic Properties, had just gome out of print
at the GPC. ghis information actuzlly oame through about ncon of the 31st, when
pople| peeple | wore mtarting to drif) away for the evening. I was so shocked I had
to stay sober thaet night. This mearn: a sudden burry-up revision of plans for
several years, and & crash program to reissue it -reprinting would have cost too
much, 25 the GPO had destroyed the plutesd = in two years or such.

But I wish I

could have been at the perty. Iaybe I would have felt hetter,
SHLNSLET Pryns
[i1cPhail]. Part two of Merion's Dateniion Diary was better them the first. I
wasn't there, but she makes things so vivide I got the impression that you
weren't quite in the little clique sei: In some ways, I feel this can do moxe %o o
harm a convention for the large number of "fanas" who come to see the big wheels,
and never really get to meet them. Tomuch of the fun goes on offstags, among
the "ins® too little of their group appear at anything but the big affairs.
Something is missing in tho 1list of titles in Under the X-Ray, Ban. Things like
Postscript and For your Informetion and Fangine Index [!], A Cutty Fapszins,
iords Without lfusic, Olympus (or is this 05, Paviat Report, etc. Or aren‘t
these considered titles? And, to quibble, 63-16 = 4] (Lconomou); 101-28 = 73
(Janke); 32-9 = 23 (Guagliano)j 82=50 = 32 (White). Which merely proves that I
read it carefully. [[]] Thanks for the pics of the convention - a8 a non-
attendse I enjoyed them. [[ 7] Want to bodrow Ah Swect Idiocy, Dan? IMight be
able to arrange a loan. || ]j laybe a better descripticn of MeFhail in regards
FAPA would be "an island of calm insanity. After zll, you are a faNlec..

; I find
your Out of the Past section one of t ¢ most interesting of allj but what cen
you argue about here? A remsmber a couple of lator Sweetness and Lightsthat
certainly didn't live up to their naume, at least not in the usual senss. And
mention of The Spicy S.PF. Wumber of Flsbbergasting Stories makes me wonder if
there has ever been a "spiocy" fanzine, in the usual sense of the word. ind, by
gsane process of aasociation, this reminds me that the men's magazines are rumning
fantasy and sfo Playboy of course started it. But now Adam is really featuring
it, At leaat one per issue, on the average. - &nd not teo bad, reminding me of
the old Planet, but including the parts Planet omitted. [[]] What is this "Meid
of dars® winich (who?) interested you in s.f.? Flying saucers back there?

A nice issus, all in all, Dan, with liarion's con report of mosit interest, becauss
it sin't a recurring feature that we are accustomed to. The 0ld shoeocess




10 Lighs [Croutch]e It's been a long time, Les. Please don't stay away
so long, next time. That remark about crawling through the trap door makes me
think you have been ccawling through a collection of old Blue Books and read
Ngison Bond's "The lingic Staktroase" which deseribes jush such a case. [] )] What
sort of girls do you kiow who have girdles that break, in public or no? I've
never heard of one around here.having such ftrouble. laybe you mean a garter
here, too. And I don't know more than a couple of men vho still wear garters.
JJ[ Ve, too, used milk cans for noise making. I have & feoling it was an
attempt to get a sound like horse shoes on pavement. | |{[ Do you remember the
lotter below? Amaging, Feb 1935. How time flies,

Editor, AMAZING STORIES:

The mall .is in, and cur honorable, long~-suffering editor is hard at work
ripping open letters and receiving brick-bats and posies from irete and praising
roaders. He opens one, and glimpsing the signature throws down the offending
epistle and roars, or shculd it be "moans?": "Another letter from that terrible
bore, lir. Croutch! Have I got to put up with him every month? The good gods
that rule over all editors have mercy upon mel®

This ic that offending missives

Bere I am again, commenting on the November issub of my maegazine, the
book of all books, " .

"Yiddle~e~0 pumpin' yiminy, as the Swede would Bay. What happenad to
Morey? Since the Septemter issue hi8 art of cover painting is, in my opinienm,
improving by leans n! bounds. “hat say, you readcrs, am I right? I hope sc.

The editorial: our mighty editor certainly Mmovws hew to get editorials
out of that massive brain of his., It was-——let tho above statement spesk for
itself,

"The Moom Waits.™ Mr Sullivan sure hss apn imagination. Instead to stick-
ing in the rut and using a space ship, he developed a nev, new 1o me anyway, mothod
of lanar-Barth travel. How about another story by H.L.G. Sullivan? .

"Joskken of Norway." Thank glory for a story with an ecrie touch. DBut
—=Bob Olsen gave his idea of tho origin and mamncr of beast in the tarm. O0.K>,
why didn't he give us a theory as to why the mistletoe should exwrt such an in-
flusnce over the tarn orgy? '

"land of Twyilight.” Just another atory. Moses! How many times have
I read stories based on hero—-sot~out—for-planeit-gsis—off-course--lande-on-other-
world-fighte~-savagegpboasts~reascues~-protty~girl theme? Nuff sed!?

Haven't rced the "IFirat Flight" yet.

"Through the Andes.” Atta boy, Verzill, fsllow-mo-lad. How you can writs.
Keep it up. Give us more archaeology theme storles.

I say, Mr Editor, isn't it about time for another wuarterly? How about
one with all the "Skylark of Space" stories in it, lhuh?

"Lingrs of Time."” “here is it?

Now for a question, lir. f£ditor, and I sincerely wlsh I 4ot an answer
80 1?11 thank you for it in advagoe. : -

How about a swell, spooky , atoxy on psychology: TYou know, somothing
shivery., Now don‘t say I want a thriller yarn, I do and I don't. ‘here’s a science
back of psychology and what I mean is a science fiction psychology story by a man
who lmows what he's writing sbout. Get me?

0. K., guess I'11 have to sign off now, so please Gon't think me imper~
tinent in making that request,’ ;

So adios till next month, I hope, (and you gioan).

leslie A. Croutch,
farry Sound, Ontario, Can.

(Our readers are to be informed that whis letter is from a man, as the

name does not disclose this fact, and certainly from one of a very appreciative
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disposiiion, The editor gefs plenty of brickbeis, bul forbunaitely he gets rieag-
ant letters on the majority gide. \le have every reeson o belisve that we hovs

& great many friends, and this is a very pleasant belief for us to hcld. Some~
times we get real scoldings and we are not so conceited as o think that they ave
always undescrved. *“heye is a theory that a porson, who claims to "@o his bogt"
is apt to bo insipid. And that indirectly expresses a justificaticn for our '
editorial sins. We thank you for you.r,b.ppreciativo lettor-~~EDIDOR. )

D14 you over got an answer to your question, Iez? And this is what you
get for not putting nut something that gets loits of chock marks.
SEICCN’S Boae
[Busby, F.M.] Ha, my Olivetti 44 bas also =~ end [ inetead of the usual fractions.
And that™is nice when you're typing Germen 2 lot. J[ “hucks, Buz, you didn’t
read the comstitution. Surs, new members must pay their duss before the fourth
mailing; so must old memders. <This is just t0 remind the new members that it
isn’t a year bofore dues coiic duc again. Thoy aron't members until they have
peid their duss for the firet time, remember? [I'm sorry %that Elinor hadn't had
the sourdough goirg when I wis thore. Now I know I'1ll have tc roturn. )
ashington (state) has it's sountexpart in Washingtom (DC) re that atanding up
with & glass in hand. It is unlawful for anyone but the waitress or waiter to
carry a class in hand. So, i you are at the bar, and decide a table would
be better, the waiter has to carry your glazsses -~ oven Coke, I beliecve - to zus
table, [ Stickiag my two iits in on the peyote discussion, and strictly from
what I've read/been told by ti.ose who have tried it. I'd hate like hsll to be
driving and meed scmeone who 124 been Mp" on the stuff in a tight aspot. I fear
he would still be in his drean world, and notTcare whet was happening, or maybs
aot rezlize the time involved or something. “hat's is what makes me foar it.
Like alookol, except that alcchol can put the 'victim out, sometimes. J[ Ouch,
Bugk, now you've changed my mesring entirely. 1 di_dn't say that the scientist was
trying to find errors in.the (camoay you did. And IL-don't agres. He’s trying %o
find errors in what somsone e.ze has said about. the "osmos, or aome ssgment
of it, but not errors in the (‘osmos, liow can he, vwhen he doesn't know what{ is
roally right? There aren't any orrors, just errors in interprstation of it. And
these errors are what I'm-alwys snooping for, in 1y work. Arnd boy, do I find
them. HNot big ones, nocessarily, that will shake the whole structure of the
universs as we apparently now ece it, dut little carsless ones. ik Sut why
ghouldn't. Andy wear a hand-painted bow tie? Either it's a hot nude, [he gets
cold easily, he says, and thii might keep his throat worn] or a modernistioc daub
he want& to keep hidden. []liaybe after a boat trip to Hawaiil you would be %oo
tired to enjoy a 1lei ?
Zhlotitin [Eeonomoul. Cute cover, Phyllis, and I like it.
But, does that cat have extra ties? [ Do you remember — or I guess you don’t -
the wartime Horizons printed c¢n ysllow second sheets? They were eyvstrain
publicationss with real bdad shiwthrough and some poor repro, they certainly don't
resemble the present H. ¥ut ‘he material in them was good. 1L I wonder if +the’
dating of the tarkington stowies and not of the ‘wain is not due to the longer
temporal displacement of tho latter. MNost of ws can remember,or at leaat visulize
from parents, the period of Jenred, I know I can remember & slightly later pericd
thet was not too changed. Tmain, though, today is very remodote. +irt roeds in
town, whitewashsd board fenq:s, gingham girle in one-room schoolss... far, far
away. -Although I have hoard both parents talk about such things at the turn of
tha century and slightly esgilisr. But it is so far back that it has attained a
glamour of ite own. Dlenrod, though, is just "cld-fashioned"” nows maybe in
another thirty years, he will be back in fashion. [Or maybe we won't even be
reading thence...] [ ] Somsthers back in my memories is a remote impression of
bhearing some old Saraa Vauwsbn platters that were good., Bui thon she became big
name and stopped singinges..
I assume you've never cooked a duck shot with a shot-
gun and one killed with a r.£le (emall bors) or you'd know the difference beiween
the two,.
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Another one that has a pop-song remembrance key. There ars s%ill a few
songs that bring up specific ovents to mind., The fanish one, though, is "Spring--
tine in the Rockiss" which always mekes me think of Buck Rogers, or especially
the Sundey strips with Buddy Deering and Alure [?] on Hars versus the cat men.

So, thet probubly dates me real strong. ][ Fow you've got me wondering about
your inlaws. TYour brother-in-law hes Arthur as & brother—in-law? How? J[ The
taste of a sirawberry ice cream cons -~ ugh. I have never liked sirawberry ice-
croam, although I like strawborries and strawberry sundaes. J[ ®cuthern Comfort
is about as low as you can get. Ugh again. I'd even prefer strawberry ice oream.
Jl dcesn*t True Stoxy.zo back further than TC? I'd date both from the early 1926s.
Ani I believe S&S's Love Story pulp goas back to tho early 20s or late teens.
But I suspect that wh3%t Buck means is that the confession nags took over from
tho love pulps in the general disappearance of the pulps from the onslaught of
the comics. And then there are the comio love storiss - I mean love story comies,
of course = which now attract the non-reading, e-~-picture--oricnted teen age
girl of today. These, I suspaect, were what rea killed the love pulps. They
graduate to the confession magazines ~ meybe they want to see hov come others
like thomselves have done. J{ I've read the IHJ, when I'm home (Oregon), as
mother subsoribes. And I°ll have to agk Jean Young to forward tie article, if
she willy Ifve not been able to locate another copy of that issuex., +the article
is & 1little overstrong, perhaps, but it does point out that many of the articles
and stories in the IHJ are very similar in content to the matericl banned as
pornography, excsept in the non-use of four letter words amd omission of a few
scenes. J| It is strange, to me, to lock at todays neatly cosiumed, nocktied and
sports~coated highschool boy. When I was in school it was the custom for all
boys to wear cords. And the cords were not to be washed durinz the school yeey,
unless parents got too violent about it. The dirtier they wem, the better.
And they werg really dirty, some of them. No neckties, open necked shirts, with
e 2weater, maybe. It was custom, too, to write names, etc, on the knoes of ths
pants, In pencil. Vhich added to the darkmess. A rezl peir would have mo visihle
trace of the original color. They faded badly after washing,; and when wearing
such 2 c¢lean pair, one hurried to got them acceptably darik.

2'd say that the
nasal whinny is moxe characteristic of the hill-billy singers from the hills
of Missouri and Arkansas. I can Temember the "grand old opoxry™ from way back
oun radio, end they always had such hill-billy eingers.

My Collegiate hag "tad"
aa (US). A small child. So, tadhood could mean smallgirlhcod, as Elinor uses
it. ;

On to Bill liorss. It's nice to have a sccond set of reviews under one cover.
Especislly when they are as nice as ¥ill's, Thanks for the info on the HMichelinX
tires (I can now spell it thus, as there is a local dealer haniling them. Andé the
Pirelli with demounteble treada. DBut how would the latter stand up at high syeed?
Too oiten I see parts of a - recap that has been shed lying along the road.
I saw one Al ‘Jolson movie, once. It talked, tho eds ssid. That was all right.
The trouble was, WJolson sang (sic). Probably either the Singing Fool or the
Jagz Singer. I don't remember, now. And dom't care.

One of the advantages of
keving a Chemical Soe neoting in Milwaukee = they tell meg I didn't get to that one -
is the tours of the breweries, ending with a ‘stop at the tap rcom. It sgems a8lld
good breweries have a tap rocm for visitors, who come with propsr sponsorghip. I
don't supposc the local lushes could visit more them onco or twice, And I've had
the seme a% a winery. Italizn Swies Colony at Astd (?) Calif had s tap rcom with
any wine - sxcept champagne - you wanted. You didn't even have to take the tour.
Just drop in. But, the road scuth - US101l - isn't too good, after a few wines.
I've seen the salt in beer here; iotas of taverns keepy a salt cellar on ths table.
Supposed to release the C02 faster, I believe. More bubbles to tickle going down.
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, A Epopon de HothinclCaughran]e In spite of ihe postmailing of A P1ropos
de “ien I'm still not convinced that page two was not by Caughran. laybe
the postmailing is a hoax? But there are a few too many * on page two. Dut
it is a nice idesa. Taking APdR here too, the only reason for daylisht time —
which we are now back upon - is to avoid changing people’s time hablis. We
are uvsed to getting up & a certain hour, getiting to work at T:30 [that should
be 81303 I leave at 7:30, and get to work at 8. Avoid much traffic tlat ways
and only takes 15 exira minutes to get time to read the paper in oomfort. ]
leave at 5 (or 6) and so forth. Ba much harder convinoing people they should
start work at 7:30. Yoo many people wouldn't want to, preferins an extra
hour’s sleep. So, enoakily, they change the clocks, so you hava to get up
earlier,

What's wrong with Mozart played - or bis music, rather - by a biags
band? especially music that was written for a brass band.

6 Mayve telepathay
follows an r or rséinvafge law, like intra~nuclear forces. Or a lennard-
Jonee potential - r -~ r" - as in virial interactioms in gases. Short-range
forces seem to decay more rapidly than the inverse square law.

Itve
been voiting for some time for someone to suggest, in view of the length of
the waiting list, that the membership be upped to 75. I'm not going to, as
I feel it would be a move in the wréng direction. But I'm still surprised no
one Has,

Qomsine 4/2¢ Pext Two [GMCarr/Rapp/Gerding] I really don't know
what to say about this. I found it interesting; it socems that the author
has some knowledge of what he is talking about. I bellisve thanks are in
order to Rapp and especially to Nan for producing it. It is thought-—provoking.
And I feel Meinlein hed seen/hoard this before writin; SSSoldier. This mey
have provoked hio close--knit units., The material in thls makes one wonder
about our homes and schools. I'd like to go on and on about this, but I
haven't gotten my idees roally in order, yot. Anyway, thanks.
[Rasburn]. Your comments on job hiring remind me of a recent experience
I had. Vle've needed another literature sbstracter for some time, but haven't
been adble to find one -preferably female, with a degree in chemistry and per~-
haps a year pg work, for a grade 7 or 9. Any takera? - although we have had
gur eyes open. So, when we heard of a woman in another section of the Chem
“iv who was dissatisfied with her work, we let it be known we might be inteox-
dated. So, she came over in Jan, and discussed it. ~he wanted to wait until
ber present boss retired the end of Feb, but thought the wropg man would te
named to gsucceed him, and would probably want to transfer. he ssemed %0 be
intercsted in the job., Came the end of Feb, and she was 8ti2l undecided. Then
she got pneumonia for a couple of weeks. <4<hen she said she didn't want to
come ~ and two days later changed her mind. So, we set a dato for the 18th
of April, the end of a pay period, and leaving enough time to clean up her
york. S0, Monday she came over and started work. All was well — i% seemsd.
hen, Tues Al, she told me she had changed her mind, and didn't think she
should change ~ she seemed afraid she couldn't do the work, although she seemcd
capable enough at ths end of one day. So, she finished out that day —and
went back to hexr old job (thoy wors glad %o have her back, and had been working on
ner self-confidence, I believe) Anyway, she had only two days with us. So,
anyono want & job?

i

But, after all, those shrimp wore from R*E*D CRH*IMH*A, and
everyone (in the USA) knows that they ave untouchable. Who knows, those

frozen shrimp cuwuld hawve contained deadly poisons, timed for relsase as they
wore crossing the great wheat fislds, or the watershed of Chioago or something.
Thus periling our N®AWTAT#OXN#AR], SHERCHUHRRIFTHY, After all, I can't cven
collect their stamps. And if I want a reprint from one of thoir technical
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Journals, I get the National Acaldemy of Science t0 write a leititer to the
Academy of Scicree of the USSR, requegting thom to ask for the reprint, which
is forwarded vie the two acalemies. “ho same is tyue of East G° rmany and
North Korea. Or I can write using my‘home address, and not mentioning my
official cepecity. For Russia, and other recognized countrics, wo cam write
direct, and cen gend reprinis, but with a letter asking for similar matarial,
or offering similar material. This can go official.

Boyd, lerlene is bettor
than the Divine Savab. At least che doesn't pretend to be a jmzsz singer.
And have you over heard her old rocordings, made for Polydor in Germany back
about 1929, of "Jonny™,"Peter” "Allein--in einer grosson Stadi” "o ist der
liann", and "lMein blondes Baby" and some others? They were reissued in 1950
on a 1p by Vox, but with the disecppearonce of 10" Ips, they arg again apng
the missing. I dund a copy only after several years of locking. Anywey, She
puts S#E*X in fie songs the like I°ve never heard bsfore. And at the seme $imo
thore is the feeling of VWeltmchmerpg that was so common in Germany of that
period. It gives a feeling of real decadence. And scme of the wWordse.... There
is no translation of the lyrios on the Jacket. But if you know Germancese.

I imagine it is too hard to change a "transliteration" scheme that is
so fimly intrenchbed as the Peking oxzampls. Russian had one advantage; up

until the Revoluticn, the educated used French for all foreign contacts.
(I don't know why the blank there) Tho scientists bad beon mostly trained in
Germany or Francey they accordingly published their papers in the journals of
tnese countries, with the same peper in the Russian journal, if they desired.
So, except for proper names, which were either Germanized or Frenchified,
the Russian words didn't have to be transliterated. Even the libraries more
or leas ignored them. Then camse the Glorious Octobar Revolution., And it
became the thing to use Russian where possible. And books and magazines ané
journals in Russien came pouring out in ever increasing numbers = in Cprillic
chareoters. So, trangliteration schomea were set wp. And ne ons used or uses
“he same versiom. The Library of Congress uses ons sets the US Board of
Orographic Names anotheri Chemical Abetzracts s8till 2 third. And the French
& lifferent one, and the Germans .another. So, lock at the various
spoallings of the namss of compossrs. Lilks PITchaikovskii or Chaikoveky or
Teckaikowsky or. “nd the capital is Imown as Moscow from the German transliteration
wit. the w representing - ag it doos in German -~ tha v gound = Loskove And
the French llescou. Ive scen the same author spesliled three different ways
depnndin; upon whether he was writing in a Germaen, Fronck, or inglish journal,
“with a fourth version from the aoccaptec transliteraiion. I might say that the —
frazsliteration does attempt t0 repressnt the sound of the word, or at least
giva a fair approximation of ity so that a pemson ¢can reconsiruct the Cyrillic
vord - wmaybe.
Urei%s {Ballaxd]e I still think most members don't read the FA.

Somstime I'm going to sneak in a cleuse voiding membsrship of all who don't
wrils me by a certain date. Bst the WL would love that. [After all, it is a
situition not covered by the constitution. ]

T agsure you, Wrai, I do not and have
not smooped on your tapes. I don®t have & mechine, although some dayosee So
it ip Just grecut minds working on the same ideaSc... I'd guess the guard wonld
merely take a,xhammerlock on you until help arrived. I°ve mnever tried to find
out {iough. ~hose Big Little Books and Big Big Books and Better Little Books
are nuww colledtors items, bringing up to §5 each for the good ltems. ILwven the
common ones go for 50e per from the dealers who know.

Remember, when meeting FAPAms,
that it often taies two people to moke one FAPA membor -~ Younge, Busbys, Coulsons,
Carrs, hites, Shews, Linaxds end I've probably forgotten some.
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liaybe the Piticon group should invesiigate the use of oms of the
“hite House copters to descend on both Danzner and Warner fream aboves; as for
as I knowv neither have planned any enti-aircralt installetions. Of course,
they might decide fo invite the National Cuerd in for practice at that tlmea

I°11 match a job I had in the cannery againet combining, Not teo
hard as far as work goes, buls... It involved running canns inio the pressure
retorts and toking them oui. First youd load a buggy with the ssaled
cans = f£illed with hot water and blenched by stesn heans - then run it into
the big retort, which was gtill hot from the last batch -~ hot and steamy,
which did me no good @as far as glasses weml. Afiar they were cooked, you
unloaded the buggy of hot cens into tho casjing muchine. And then tyucked -
hand - the ceses out o the loading dock. ~his wis at night, and you wen?
contimually. from the steamy xetort to the cool cutside and back. I know I
would be dripping wet, and freeze evexy time I went out and then steam baak to
hot with the next bugpy. And & friend of mine onte had a job at a cold storags
warehouse, unloading barrels and cases for freeziny on the loading dock,
with the temperatum in the high 90s, and then {truuking them inio ths cold
rooms at ebout O°F and then back out and in again, He had colds all sunmer.

Bleen [Gremnell]. Your comments to Janke :cid fusl to the rumor rogard-
ing the author of those Feghoot things in F&SF,

I jan't stand Scotch mixed
with water; it tastes like soms medicine. Or with (oda or as some misgulded
fools do, with ginger ale. DBut plain, and no% too cpld, I like it. Just
straight, with no ico; naybe a water chaser hut not iscessarily. I°ve found
that good Scotch taken straight in moderaie quentitios - up to a pint
over a long oevening - mercly puts me t0 sleeps I wale up with no effects.

But start mixzing them up - soda or any other mizer - and #oWw. That's the
one thing I don't like sbout Nuclear Flzzes nr rather Fuses -~ they
taste =0 nice going down, but after ti. .aird one -~ wow again. And I prefer
the Fuse, with Vodka, to the Fizz with gin. .Gin is wndrinkable, as far as
I'm concernsd.
I don't smoke, end hate to go o some ¢ these conferences
vhere evoryone elss is a chain smoker. I can smeoll tle cigaretie cmoke on
my clothes for days. Pipes are not badj they seem 10 132 tobacco with a
flamor that makes it tolsrable. 4 cigar thet is freshly 1it is not teo bad,
but when they go out and stand for a while and them are relit - I try %o
loave,
T don®t know what it means, but the birthday of ty rocmate’s father
is the same as my fathor's - April 19. Different year, ihough.
I had to dc
a double take on the Grace Kelly joke, Dag, as I £till ccnsider Salem as my
bhome town. Kt. Rainier is Just & stopping place whers I izve no roots.
The only people I've any knowledge of are the clexks at $le 20, the bank, anc
one fellow record collector who is in the same apartment ayvelopmeant. I hadntt
hoard it, but I can guess. -
School - started in 1927; finish~d high school in
38, It may be that I didn't get a grounding in phonics becivse I was reading
whon I started school [mother was a school teacher before maiciage ) and they
were pusing several of us through the first two grades in orc year. I know
I got & poor foundation in writing ~physical penmanship ~ bassuse they changad
systems when I was in tho third grede. I'm not sure, but ) believe they we:s
changing their reading mothods at that time, too. I lkmow I learned to spell
only by memory. And I still can't spell. And German and I:’'ench and Russian
haven't helped meo
Pry & Blaupunki radio for tue cary I uriersiand they hold
up well. Or, like me, don t have one. Just remomber the misic in your hoad us
you drive. That -way, you get the music you like, not what itome moronio dj
liites.
For a real clovarleaf/vea try sore on the Virginia siwe of the Potomac.
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The favorite trick there is to put the sigh telling you where the turnoff 8008
on the ' far side of the turn. So, you don't realize you want to take the
left turn, and are in the ocenter lane when suddenly there is & turn, and
then the sign telling you you should have turned thsre. So, youad up going
through the Pentagon or Alexandria or Potomac fards or something.

: Sure, the
Philip Francis Nowlan was the guy who wrote Buok Rogers - romember "Amag;ddon
2419% and 'irlords of Han" in Amaginz Aug 1928 and Mar 297 I don't remember
any Nolan stories, tho. After be loft ths BR sirip he started writing egain,
but suddenly died in early 1940 -~ Jjust after copping the covers of both
Fantastic Advontures (Feb) with "The Princa of Mers Returns” and Astounding
(May) with "Space Guards" which was to be the first of a series.

o™
But my 0] ivettd
bas a carriige release on the left. What model ie yours?
I haven't come to thet
Shadow issue you cite; but I remember one earlier with much the sams plot,
oxcept there was no mindreader involved. Same detail of American girl dying
horsalf yellow.
"Colombia Gramophone™? Are you sure it wasn't a Columbia
Grafophone or some thing simllar? I believe that for years Gramophone was
a tredemdly of MMV/Victor and mo one elss could use the word Gramophone.

But those 0ld = 1940 -~ son:s were at least rcasonably well sung, and the
band rocords at least wore - smooth raythmic performances for dancing,
rather than todays horrors. I know I loved to study to tho broadcasts from
the Bast of the dance bands ~ Mille?, Goodman, Lunceford, Jorsey, Ellingten,
Basie, et al. -~ playing at te various.ballrooms. Hade wonderful background
to study to. One advantage wee lack of commerclals at 3 minute intervals for
two minutes. Spot announcemants at the quarter hour was about alls So now
I study to the classics, and just ¥vy not to get too interested in the music.

Shall I vend you a sample of DC water come summer? The Cl, content is
g0 high that unless the water is iced you might as well be drinkKing hloroz.
A gdvator cooler is all thet makes it drinkable. Out hero in {he sticks we
wave different water -~ ‘ashington Suburban Sanitary Commission water - and
A% is better, Cooler, for one thing.

Wouldn't e writer with lice or cooties
or ~uoch also be entitled to use "we"? Or are most/all writeors oleaner thaun

i One advantage of living in this area is that you can get over to

Swarta in Baltimore for suits and pants and such. [Writiten up in SEP lasi
Novembar sometime. she article is truo, but is too restrained. Nothing

cen deswvribe a Saturday thero. Someday I may try.] “nyway, a couple of
woeks agv we wont over to thore for sumiex clothes. I wanted some summor
slacks, bit they didn't have my size in a material I liked., After ell, it

was tho end of the seacony thoy wors gbout to start om fall slacks. So,

I wondered back and started looking through the bolts of material until I

found a couple I liked. So I'm getting a couple made’ to order. Costs a buck
or 5o oxtra. 3But atill cheeper by far than in any store in the area. Even
for-the seme¢ pants from them. And I belicve I noticed some dark grcen gabardine
matericl. Foxr the benefit of the uninitiated, S wartzs is a regular suit and pants
factory, making up for the wholesale trade. &Lscept that they will also sell

at "retall wrolesale" which is more than wholesale, but under regular retail.
Boats oven the discount places. And you get a s eloction right off the racks
with hundrede and hundreds of suits to choose from. A good thing, and people
know it., Salurday is a three ring circus.
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DayiStar [Bredleylle The comparison of writing wae most interesting. "
I wonder, though; if "LQ" actually wrote the "EG,Jr" sgitories, or just allowed
%he name to beo used. Come to think of it, thougk, I believe they list ths
Jr stuff ip the front of the regular books. Or, maybe ho thought thet uvsing
his own words wouvld lead to incorrect descriptions. [[]] I liked the cover.

e Remblivs Pap (/20}[Calkins]e By logical exirapolation, the century
nailing, FAPA's silver anniversory, should contain about three reams cof paper
(or mether 1.5 voems) and weigk about 10 1bs. And would break the treasury.

I beliecve thet articls writer is kept distincet from fiction writer becausze
of the genoral poor quality of fan fiction, as compared wita the artiecles.
For example, I lmow I cam write an accaptable article ~ if I decided to, which
I've not taken the time to do - becauss I'm used to hitching facts togetherx
logically, dsveloping iGeas, and dvewing conclusionsy alier all, a good part
of gy work is just thet, 3But I'm no good et all at fiction; my mind just
doesn’t function that way. I find I can’t even pad an article to make it
longers at work one of my tasks seems to be that of pruning excess verbiage
and making clear, . concise statements out of long, rambling ones; like
this one. So. tle custom of separating ths two types ol writing; which do
have diffexnt purposes. One is for commanication of idvas and information -
like Andy Young -~ and the othsr is for entertainment of one form or another,
or for teaching or morulizing. Very few can do both -~ Warner is FAPA'g
outstanding ezample.
Ha, Gregg, youtve core to reellze what it is that makes
Jjezz Jasz. It isn't the virtuoso pleying, it is the Peoling that is in the
playing. And the players who have the guts and put in %he mood and fealing
are often not the hest tochuicianz., Taey're more interesied in what the musice
is saying (the former, I mean) mather tham in forming tho perfect tonss and
balanced runs and such. Which [ feel ie why I don t 1lilie the modern jazz.
groups, but doc like the rough Hot Fives and the blfiesy they commmicate &
mood, a Ffeeling, a strong emoticmal impact that the pressty and loud and
virtuoso groups don®t get owvor.
Ty Morrie Dollens for some good color slides.
I got a batch and like them wery much. Of course, they are paintings, not
photographs, (photographs of paintings, really) but they are very nice, And
a8 yet, there axe no divect ohotographe of Saturn from iis f00nS e

I wonder if it is because the llormons do not have a regular missionary
group, but use regular church puople for a period instead, that there is this
special vrovision wriitten in. Aafter all, they are not members of a missionary
order ag are all other misaionary groupsy I believe, but are engeged in the
Same Worke

Did you ever notice ¥uere the "lukko Short" pon-name came from?

Utah

is not tha only state with a no-mmoking 7ule on busses. Oregon has one {(or
3id last sime I rode the busses there) and 86 do/di& San Francisco and scne
other areas on the Coasi (Idaho, maybe?). It isn't religion thot does it, but
saNety and comfort of passengers. ILilkke on the city busses around hsre. I've
gone to WY by bus a couple of times whers they allow smoeking, aed it is very
wploagant t0 have a heavy smoker sitiing alongside of you for 200 miles, if
you deatt smokas., Some places peinit smoking only in the reer seatay if you sit
therey rou presumably like smoling. I £ind that in a closed bus, with the
vibration and probably some engine fumes, smolte can meke me car-sick. Hence,
I drive c«r rido the truin 4o Hew York., On the train I can get & ne-smoking care

Nope, eradentials are required only to got in FAPA, not to get on the
wl. After 211, cxedentizcls cited then would ba out of ¢ate when they ceme up
for membersnip. But sze the FA this %time for a chancs to do scmething about it.
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2%¢ Bentling Yap (#21;{Caliine, sgain]. Thanks for this Gregg; I'p svure
it was a hell of a lot of work, amd yot will be unappreciated by many. ut
thanks agein. I'11 try to looate the quostionsire and send it on. I hobe.

It wes interresting to note how some positions in the Lgoboo poll have
boen held by one fan - like Var ner - for years. HNMaybe. wo out to 1save him there
and vote om ths second-best or this and that.

A o] £ PORG A T e
iQe Mizeciory of 3933 3 I Foavilon

_ -, 2 Lo PRl Sotiutiodad MLl A 41 e
[Bennett s What can I say but thanks for & most useful itsm. I cexrtainly
Gzmzing [GliCarr] Whai & job stenciling that cover must have

eppreciate this.
boen. [[]J] I tried the Fog index om some of Gemzine and found, on pages 1 and 2,
veluss from 12.5 to 15.5. Vhich mesans Gemgine is harder to0 rsad than the
Atlantic Lionthiy. Of course, I would probably do as poorly, with my habit of
using long, connected sentences and short paragraphs. 5
I feel that the reason
you find more Jews in the professions and business is that thoy were forced
into them in years gone by by Gontiles who considered business an "unclean®
occupation and favored farming as the only oeccupation for the upper classes.
Other than the military, that is. So, forbidden to own land and farms, the
Jew wags forced to live by his wits. Anl so his wits wers shaxpesnod, be worked
barder, and his children did the same. INatural solection, perheps. Likse,
ongs you got a tradition of a certain occupation, you tend %o become better
at it And, too, ths Jews have had a tradition of education, which favors
the professions. And, finally, they ave c¢ity dweollers -~ the Jews that we
know, that is, not those in farming countries vhare they were permitted to
farm - and @0 would predominate in occupations based om oity life — fashien,
finance, entertaimment, etc. But I don't foel that your super scientific
centor would work. Most of the Jews I know are not that strong for Israsl.
They feel they are Americen first of all; to them, religion ic what they
bave in commom, not a country or nationality. Why not do the same thing with
the Catholics; send them all back to Italy or Spain? Or Iatherans to GErmany
or Scandinavia? And the loss of them wonld be a blow to Anmerice. Consider
the loss in sciencs, in music,y in medicine, in business.

Gads, you are tottering,
or gomething. Juanita Coulsen a 6' maie fan? liaybe she is a2 fan of a eeritain
6' male, but not the othar.

Twonty years ago, as IRC mentions, most of the
top fanzines were subsines — Spaceways, for example. There were fewer publishers
because fewer fans were rich snmough to heve a mimoo ox gven ditto. So, the
big boya could get subs for their mags, with exzchanges only with the other
tops. Multilith, for example, was unheard of3 when Voll started multilith
covers 1t was SHOMMRIWTRETRTRQ,

I might just mention, re the preservaion of
the unfit article, that theo world right now is basically on a starvation diet,
with only a few favored countries having an adequate dist, True, there are
local surplusses, but not enough to make up the gaps, complete cultivatl ion
might be good for another fifty years, and them.... nd I might ask, what are
you breeding for -~ brains, jungle survival, or what?”

I'd say that wo nsed an
official greeter ur head of state who does the ceremonial work, as Elizabeth R
doss, lomving the president time to preside, ala prime minister.
I foel lee
is mking a perfectly valid question re the Corvair, which is not a mports car,
but a family compact. And oversteer is cerxrtainly one of the things drivers
should know about, even if they don't know the name, After all, you do ecarv
whether a car responds quickly or sluggishly %o a turn, whether it recovers
rapidly or not. At least I do, And that, incidentally, is ono of tho Rambler's
weaknesses ~ 1t handles poorly om the road, Around town, it stecers adegugtely,
but on a winding road, you have to work at it.
Silverberg makes sense. A4And
much too 1little of MMx. Carr, I miss him .
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Zalnd [E Busby] " If you got white sidewalls, would you or Buz bs AR
responslble for washznp them almost dwily“ I'w zlad to seeo anothor onti-
Dr. Doolittle in tae © - orowd. I just mcver could get intorssited in them,
although they werc alweys boing touited as great stuff by both librariane and
teackers, and frionds of my own age. 1 %ried & couple and gave wup. The 0z
stories made more sensc. Well do I remember the Howard Peass bools; some were
run as seriels in Zwericag Loy or Boy's Life. The firat few were very good,
but they came along just a Titile too 1azte For ms 4o geh the full enjoyment
out of them. Right now I'm trying to Tinish cuit my Sncll gel -~ or sets,
as he wroto at least three groups - bub Lind *the g 1116 backs the hardeat to
locate. The Johnny Loagbow sicrises are somewihalt -~ T frustratings they
start with him in Siboria in 1920 just after the Var, end he is st$ill the
same upper~-%een—-agor 19 yeevs later, “hen ithere is the Curlie Carson series
based on radio, and finally tiac adventura/iiystery stories for glrlao Cdd that
of the two titles you mention, one is for boys —~ Rope of Gold — and one for
girls -~ Green Iyes.
A suggostion omr grating cnionc that might help. I've nover
tried it, but it gounds right. Frecze the onion first, thaen grate. But,
after grating; when 1% warms up, lock cut.
T don't know if I mentioned it before,
but your cemnents on Warner's lunchccunter scries rominds me of the exira
5 or 10c some places charge for toest or toestiing the sandwich. Vhy, I don't
know. It takes no moro work, nothing extre but & 1itltle electricity. Anyons
know why? p
¥ Is that bandosu 211 Hody wag wearing? If so, I can see why you would
fall off your stool. And wn; everyone eolga would too. And I'm sure Aclcerman
would have loved 4o hove besn thore, Jjudging hy some comasnts ho once made re
a fxriend of his who was a boauty opsrator, and kad the cuance to sse the stars -
Bdy includsd - in the nude. 4o wac s¢e Jealous.
Sure I've.read “Unnatural
Death" by Sayers. And liked it. And boon uvassticfied with it. I zgres with
you that it opens and closcs off-key. Bul in between, therc is some moat
interesting developmont. In scme ways I feel this is only half e booly it
lacks just what "Pive Red Berrings" hoz - deduction per s6. And hes what
the latter lacks - cuaraciters. An 8 netter of fact, I have the fesling that
Sayers never wrote & really ccmpleie deiteceiive giory, or one that
satisfied her. She was always experimonting, with Whimsey developing into
a thres—dimensional character, aund the siory often running away from tho plot.
#nd yet, perhaps for this very regscn, hox long storics are most rorcadaflol,
while most of the shorts ars potboilsrs. Im fact, I feol that meny of the
shorts are not written cbout tho same charactars m the long giorlssa ut
I like Sayors imwenooly. She was one of three wititors I collect - Sayera,
Croftas, Freeman. [Datcctive writors. I mean] I'vo added cne more — Manning ’
Coles, for his humor in eopionogs.
So that is where thet siancil went.
Dupbliiogs [Burbes]. Uncombined this time with anything. lMoybe ths typer wam
also a gentle hint, lilkec., Iow all that is needed is a quire of stoncils and
bser,
Ehipside [USS Trimble] . Bub if you freo~lance, you etill have to pay
the S tax “whon you pay incoms tox - only 1 1/2 tines as much os acw. But
at least SS follows you arcund from job o job. Civil Service takes 6%, and
if you leoave the government, you mexely got bacikk your wmonsy, uanless you've worked
15 yearss tiaen you get back a penalcp at age 65. Aund we have no say asto which
or noneg it is auniometic,
But I liked your cemmsnis, even though thers aren't
red markings on the wargins. DBui I 434 niss Bio's worke And I dontt think
three monthns ic badj; meybe all at once they would Lo coimswhat too much.

p——



20  Hobim Hood. [Rotsler]s I enjoyed this. It must have been fum, BA1l.

Quetoduciz [Rotsler et alo] Another that defies oamuent, but was muchly
appreciated. Writ.mg some of these must have dbeen lots of fun,

Teo Vimit tho
Cvsen: [schaffex]. “his didn't cliok with me. I folt the writing was 00
involved and unolear*in places, and the action too jerky, with no flow from
soeno to scene. In fact, I didn't £ind out where or when (?) the action was -
or why, either - for at least half the pages.

Fuppsudass [Bueby Jo Sounds
like it was fun. Vhy wasn't it in Deceanbere...

Z58p8 For some reason, no merks
on the marginss on rereading, I still had no marks, but found I had hsd some
interesting reoading. Of cource, I am not a ocat fameiereaeo

Jaudy[Coulson]
At lsact there won't be any vote on doing away with that fine old inastitution,
ths Egoboo poll, in the upcoming eleotion ~ uless a petition comes in the nsxt
coupls: of days. And, without such a petition, I don ¢t believe it could be
eliminated in time to prevent the next poll. Unless Ths new president sces fit
tomll a special olection, or your underground can dig up 33 signdtures to a

petition, circulated to the entire memberdhip.
"Jazz 8ingers....Judged by the

variety of odd noisos thsy oan make." Who 40 you class as jasz singers, when
you make such sSweeping stutemgnts? Bessis Smith? Jimmie Kushing? 1Ivie Anderson?
Or Elvis‘;. If the former, 1'1) certainly taks isswe with you.

Want me to shop
for discount records for you? Right now there's 8 sale, with the 34.98s for

92.97 and $3.98 popas at $2.37.

Proba.bly Red Ingle wus, like most of the rest
of us, originally a gleam in his father’'s eye.

- Probably the great impaot of

FTLeney on fandom was dus in no amall paxt to the time at which he arose. Hs
came in at a perdiod of transition from the s~f oriented fandom ¢o the fan~
oriented fandom. In fact, he was originally the first wery strongly - as wit-
ness The Acolyte. It wasn't until he becams a pert of 1A fandom that the
change came about. He found fun in jousting with others whith whom he had
personal differences; as thoy were s~f oriented, he chose the other tack. With
the help of a fow kindred souls - like Burbee ~ who refused to bow to the
sacred idols of Gormsback and Campbell, he swung tho center of fandom more and
wore to the prosent fan-oriented type. 4He wasafacile and penetrating writersg
if his opponent left a saingle opening, Laney would gttack there, and demelish
that point. In doing so0, he mamaged to convince the reader that everything
his opponent gaid was invalid.

Purning to Tucker. You are trying Laney tactics
here, aren't ,;rou? Ted Carnell moxely meant not in England, which I believe is
trus. JJ[[ *hanks for the werning. I'm not much of a movie goer, but I will
certainly arrange to miss “Tho Tingler."

But if you don’t pay attention to the
lyrics of ocurrent popular songs, what do you listen $67 Surcly not the non-
existent music., And how do you compere something thet is wmicue?

I like your
art/illos this issue, Juznita [the above is directed to you, too.l. But,
I'm curious as to when the high heels first came in to use. This -~ baock cover
I'm gazing at now ~ is intendsd to be Roman? Yet the sandals 1oak modern.
I hed other items checked, but £ind I've covered them earlier. Vandy, though, is
cna of my favorite zines; 1t hes an atmosphere all 1t's own.
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Tagce=Uhrmberad foonm [Ghmpit}nd, Veloonp. dohin. 4 nics giarfe.. I liked
the Schnook story, %0Ue Thzeh botior than I emupected. 2nd, really, o nsal
little twisde

&

Poppar, at lsext taksor in oxcarpts isn't as logical
you proclaim him-%0 s, Prodbably. becsuse the fog index io up 0 27. I
slweys wondexr about such excerpts, when they omﬂbai’n th08% veeo L Tecl dthors
nazy have bean a cownleie chunge in the suthords initand ny the anissicn of
a few woxrds. ) "
Srdpsids (%) [The I‘Se.v;y agalr.] ke lotlers ars??? At least I
didn't get thome Bud the rest wes nice. B
; 7] Bilverbexg] Jo I'm giad
in a way that Bob is now weiting lose sf it ceens io meer that he will bs
welting more for FAPA. JI{[ I wonder lf Hoxry's needle might not be a
little wom; on some of the. finer-grooved lps, & worm euile will sound
pad. Tho pickup I'm using that Ifve been $0ld m ck Tor stered is an ISL
Concort or Seloist - I den®t remember which, &nd am lezy and dowan'ds waund
%0 get up, but it is She botter of the twe. I like 1%, and sspscielly like
the way the 78 handles older 56003, Thiy was one of thse reasoms I-got 4i%g
I bave t0o0 many 785 I don’t want fo diftchk. .'ve noit lzied it cn the  sterso
racords, though, oo canl% vouch for iit. Ifve shougkt sbout converting to
2 Tairchild storso, whish got such ruve veviews, bul ihen coeuldn®t use my
+ JESLs viithout changing wiring back of the cabinet, which ¢ is ennoying.
“o0 much differencs in. sutput, AL the Dmwaont, the new Pickering mighs
work, with a special nesdls for 783, A repriantfrom Fandengo s probably
noxt, efter I finish the current project. which is durning out bigger than
I thought ~ 100 pagos alrealdy, zad ouly half through.
..... = [Deanez)e That

WR girl ig somewhat lilke tho oms thei Celaxy found in the Sea:co catalog «
only 2x2 instead of 3zl. I don't rescmber gebting that note from you re
the TW getiong did it go oud?

Wasu't Rubinoeld quite a consiant pars of the
014 Jack Bemny vadioc ghow? I geen to remsmbar ho neme fron thsie, I ﬁhcuﬁht
he was long out of things; if it's the mame ome, 14's been sver 20 yearse I
Suvre, bat you nced 2oma way to sorlt out the dJdogrees of boing vevereds iT
you are a big\-s‘zovs, you waat gome way to lst the people kuew how youn should
be zevered. |J[{ Visginka  niso has thomo Blus lows, ané is ;. now sbarting
3o enforce them again, ot ths Anstigation of the little moychonse who ave baing
hurt by the big guyes [ Wes that Merz Bros pic eni? I've sacn nichures om
TV that I'd sosn before, snd founfl thom '1-"'1. only o moto thot a 10% of the
picture had been cut. "Titficld Thunde #201t" was one that suffored thie TEYVa

[ The book youre thinking zhout iz probably "On a Tornawsy Worid® by

Rochvood* a gories thal deiss back to 1906 or go. . JL[ Tho only %Saings X
like the current Raiiroad Megouing for ove Ghe Ber_wl“i sprints. Thet mes
could really write railrosd action shories that cams alive, |1 L've mseen
the atatement xe fregile sierso graoves in zaveral magsy the walls ave 1ot as
wide ss the ordinery 1lp, or 80 I've vead. And therve is more 3@1’1&.&!‘0} Tor
the needle to jump oub, becanass of ithe veriical componenta. [ The latest
for rocoxderes is no gtandurd cell, hul a tzaasisbtor voltege TOM&»OTe Data
at the office, if interecied. | Ji{ Uore red mazls, but Ifm mumnins ous of nazters

Py iy ’[?ov..g/Sta..zL‘]a Hofiean ha c.mrmm.,r meds 2 point with hexy bried
'vignette; 1 wonder if OLC will jmes on this. The hellm wsre interesiing =
fow wore goofle DBut, why not give us scme mone deteil on the originel Japanssey
“ow and why and what. - Doi of Bm Corners vas vivid — bos I dddn’s ssem o
like ite But X do diks the simple . .. Toung oketches,
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g Digging througk some o8 prozines, 1. stumbled across soms book revicws
that might be of interest. I thimk i% ig of intersst io see how scme of the
"olassics wore received when they cane out. The f£irst twe are fram the Nov
1931 Yonder Storiess

THE CONGUEST OF SPACE by David Lascer, 275 pages,  ‘s8tiff cloth covers,
illustrated, size 5 1/8 x 8. Publishod by Penguin Press, Inc, NY¥. Price $3.00.

Although newspapers and magazinas have been filled with sensational materizl
dealing with rocket experiments, and what they prumise for the future, there has
booen a8 yet no book in Bnglish to expiain their - - - revolutionary zignificance.

Mr. Lasser, who ie prosident of the American Interplanstary Society, and
maneging editor of Wonder Storiss, s, in the words of Dr. H. H, Shelidon, whe
wrote the Introduction, "o pioneer In this field, and perhaps in a better
position than most anyono elss in this country bt speak with authority comcerning
ozperiments in every corner of the world.” The jublishing of this book, com-
tinued Dr. Sheldon, "will undoubtedly prove a milestone in the progrsss of
rocket study in this country.”

Ur, Lesser first traces the hlstory ani developmont of the rocket, and
the history of the idea of interplaneimsy travel. Ho then explains how the
rocket may be harnesged not only as a means ¢f transportation ithat shall bring
Eurpece and America within one hour of emch other, but alsc as a terrible .
engine of warfare and a means t¢ tha peeceful conquest of the moon and the -
plansis. ' '

The second seotion of the book is a thxlliing nerrative, writiten with
selentific .&,-veriaimili'bude of the building of a gigantic space ship and a trip
to the moon. “he third ssction deals with the berriers to the space £1light, the
zrospects of life wpon other worlds and what mon may find thero %o Jjustify this
unparalleded adventure into the unlkmown., The book closes with a "(linmpse of the
Fature” in which the picture of an immonssé rockst p ort in New York is dee~
oribed and a round-ithe-world flisht in which the rocket flyers actually beat
the sunil '

Por all those who want an intimate glimpsse into the vast possibilities and
significance of the rocket, and how it mey transformm  our lives, and bring th»
planets within our reach, thisz volume is cordially rscommuended.

+tt

THE FACE IN TEE ABYSS by A. Morritt, 342 pages, stiff oloth cevers,
siee 5 1/4 x 7 3/4. Pucvliished by Horoce Liveright, Inc, New York. Price §7.00.

The famous aathor of the famous “lMoon Pool" has achieved a new tricmph
on this story of the scientific wonders and grotesque magic woven about tre
gtoriss of ancient Atlantia.

Witk his powerful word pictures, My, llerriit desevibes a Jjourney of four
men into the land of tho Incas to find the troasure of Atchualpa. They meet
with a maiden of an evidently proud but anclent race and find her to be of thn
race of Atlantisy, 2 race that had banished death, and as the girl says, "banished
1ife.™ . 5 .

led on by the girl through many weird experienees ithey find in “he abyse
the source of a treasure more fabulous than that thoy originally asught,
guarded by the Face that exexts hypnotic power over thops who look uvpor it.

The wonders of soience, the trickery of megic are all blended :la this
story intao a well told and exciting tele. It is dono in Ik, lerritt’s bes t
manner and is rooccmmended. g
et



A year later, in the October 1932 issue we find: 23

DUELLERS IN THE MIRAGE by A. ilexritt, 295 pages, stiff cloth covers.
Sige 5 1/4 = T 1/2. Published by Liveright, Inc, New York. Price $2.00,

Merritt continues his triumphs of fantaestic fisction in this boolky which
ghould be familiar to science fiction fams. Alaska, the white, brooding land of
mystery forms the background of thig adventure. As in his other stories,
Hezritt blonds together science, fantasy, supsrstition, and folk lore into a
mirture of exciting advemture.

Wo see a blond giant traveling into Alaska to probe a mystery of a
strange forgotten people—a race of picmies. They take him as their Cod and
appeal to him for aid against their encmies; e race of nordsl-sized people,
loif, the Norsemsn, is expected to Jellver them from thelxr enemies. There is
his love for & witch-woman, the wansn of evil, and the struggle betwoen her
and the woman of goodness. The struggls betwsen the two raoces and the two
forces represamted by the womsn becomss ' -sbsorbing to the last page.

i
And in December of the same years

THE MOCGN POOL by A. Morritt, 439 pages, atiff cloth covers. Size 5 1/4
z 7 3/4. Published by Liveright, Inc, New York. Frice $2,00

leng awaited book publication of "The Moon Pool™ has appeared. To
those who have known the story oanly as one mentioned in ocur columns it will cems
as & new oxporience and adventure; and to those who have read it years ago, it
will cone a3 a pleasant and refreching memory.

Mr, lMerritt is here wundeniably at his best, as he woaves his threads of
tery about the little Pacific islend vwhers strange forces and powers dwell.
atory, as our readers lnow concernz & long lost civilization in the south
Pagific, whose members have achicved an uncamny control of  .physical seionce,
@0 whet they have evolved might be called a "living light." ILight performs
wonderful feats, it draws into iteolf a group »f innocent explorexs who pass
through amazing sdventures before rescue finally oomes.

The atory is a long ons, bmnt Mr. lerritt acileves such & balance of
tension and relief in his flow of incidents that the readsr never wsarias., Ths
book still remains, &s it once wus, ons of the epiocs of science fiction.

it

Over in Amazing Stories, C. A. Brandt was reviewing the books, In
the February, 1935, issus he gaids

CREEP SHADGH, By A, Merritt. Published by the Orime Club (Doubleday,
Doran). Garden City, Long Island. $2,00.

lr, .iedritt is well Imown as a student and authority on Ancient Seiences,
such ag Demonology—-Sorcery-—Black Magic—=Yoodcoism--—Alohemy—-Hypnotism end
other related and supernatural subjects. A good deal of his knowledge is brought
out in his new book which is ag fantastio as the "Moon Pool," and weird, grim,
and gruesome enough to eatisfy the hungriest of thrill-hungry lMystery Fans. I
bolieve an outline of the book isin order, to whet your appetite still further.

Probably one of the grimmesst and most fantastic scientific battles ever
fought started with the return of Dr. Alan Caramac to New York from a World
Toure A lan leesxtned lmmediately that four young and wealthy men had commitied
suicide for no apparent reason whaitever. Amongst these four mea was Alan's
friend ick Ralston, whi» had just inhorited five million dollars; and hed always
been in’good health with nsver a cars in the world.,
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Alan then learns from hig friend Dp. Bomneil, 8 hrain gpeciazlist, thad
black megic was Tesponsible for Dick's untifoly doath. Dx. Donnest invites Alan
to a dinner party and informs him that he wovld meset Dr. Home de Kexsdol and his
daughter, the Demoigelile Dahui 4%z de lorafcl. Defore the dinmer Alan moets "=
Bennett's sisiter Helen, who has 'be«.a in Jove with Alar since carly gizlhood,
During the dinner very sinigier znd frightful theories wore dvanvad 2s Bets by
Dr. de Keradel end his deougbtier, who claim thait thoy haove rediscovered the Losh
secret of the transmigration of souls, 2 scisnce which 7a3 kiown and praciised
by the Drudd priests of Brivamny. DIr. Dennett more or less divecily accuses ths
o Keradels of heving muvdersd Dick Ralsten by hounding him with the shadow of a
beautiful women, who heoars move ond more material with overy visit, Dick fall
in love with this shedew woman, who promised o Deccms him, providsd s killed
hingelf first. .

Dabnt 4*Ts exexrie khor hypuotic pewers . ovsy Alen oy ro~awekeons his sube
gonsoious ancestiral nomoriss aud confogseds 0 him dhat she is ths reincamaltion
of anci%hoy Dahut, the ancient white witch of Vo, Sho icat city oFf L’s::.tma.v, whe
was the mistress of the Shadows, with vhom he hoz been in love, and whom he Tinslly
8lew; wher he was Alain de Caxa Caxnas, & loxd of ancisent DBritanvy.

- Hor powoy over him bacouss grazme“ :.m(l greater, and she compsis him %o
visit her in her dower apariment in FYew Toitlk, though he hed an carlier :
appointment with Helen. VWhen Alen tries to heoelk avay, Dehut gends om 26 ¢f nexw
shadowzs to torment Dr. Bonpett, but recalls it when Llan agrees to visit ber ad
the de Kerndels® commbry egiate in Long Islend. %The scuvabzy—-sids is full of
rumors of myaterioue ectivities om srid estaitos The frequendy dissppesrance of
0ld psople from & nearby Foor Farm, and the finding of corpses z=dd o the aystery.
Dr. Bennett learns through Alew, yia Dekut, that Yry do Rersdel has been
the lover of a Viemusse wi':.cb, Inown 8z the #Dollmelsy® frem whom ke leerned
nany einister and s7il secrots. This PDollmgher? (&ae lareittts "Rurp, Witch,
Burn®) was burned to death by Alam, wiih fie aid of Ricori, on undersorid chiefu
tain, Alap and his Lriords become convinged that the do Hprsdsis also hove o
bo eliminated for the good of Hummenity. Jhie ocuviction Lascues .smuongez* +han
gver, vhen it is learned that Ce Kevadel has ersctcd & Druld Tompls a la Shonshonge
on his estate, During his vigit thore Alen nunsges 110 gain the confidence of ths
ds Kara.dels, by agreeing to Joiun thor end bhe witnesses their horrible rites.

When Dahut, who has really boen in love 1':4 th Alan, secs that all her
wiles and efforts canunot “iuxe him away from Selen, she decided bo meke an .
oend of her wicked fathor, and by inveiking the help of the ancient Ssa-Ged, sha
causas @ bidal wave to destrcy her fether who was busy with ths Lingl ziiusl.
Dahut is pushed into the reging Ocean by the chaldws, over whom she has 1ozt hor
powars, and drowms,

An exciting tarilling mestexpiocs, wriiien by a madier crafitsman.
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